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(B) Settle disputes between members 
or subgroups by mediation or other 
means on a regular basis; 

(C) Exert strong influence on the be-
havior of individual members, such as 
the establishment or maintenance of 
norms or the enforcement of sanctions 
to direct or control behavior; or 

(D) Organize or influence economic 
subsistence activities among the mem-
bers, including shared or cooperative 
labor. 

(ii) The petitioner has met the re-
quirements in § 83.11(b)(2) at a given 
time. 

(d) Governing document. The peti-
tioner must provide: 

(1) A copy of the entity’s present gov-
erning document, including its mem-
bership criteria; or 

(2) In the absence of a governing doc-
ument, a written statement describing 
in full its membership criteria and cur-
rent governing procedures. 

(e) Descent. The petitioner’s member-
ship consists of individuals who de-
scend from a historical Indian tribe (or 
from historical Indian tribes that com-
bined and functioned as a single auton-
omous political entity). 

(1) The petitioner satisfies this cri-
terion by demonstrating that the peti-
tioner’s members descend from a tribal 
roll directed by Congress or prepared 
by the Secretary on a descendancy 
basis for purposes of distributing 
claims money, providing allotments, 
providing a tribal census, or other pur-
poses, unless significant countervailing 
evidence establishes that the tribal roll 
is substantively inaccurate; or 

(2) If no tribal roll was directed by 
Congress or prepared by the Secretary, 
the petitioner satisfies this criterion 
by demonstrating descent from a his-
torical Indian tribe (or from historical 
Indian tribes that combined and func-
tioned as a single autonomous political 
entity) with sufficient evidence includ-
ing, but not limited to, one or a com-
bination of the following identifying 
present members or ancestors of 
present members as being descendants 
of a historical Indian tribe (or of his-
torical Indian tribes that combined and 
functioned as a single autonomous po-
litical entity): 

(i) Federal, State, or other official 
records or evidence; 

(ii) Church, school, or other similar 
enrollment records; 

(iii) Records created by historians 
and anthropologists in historical 
times; 

(iv) Affidavits of recognition by trib-
al elders, leaders, or the tribal gov-
erning body with personal knowledge; 
and 

(v) Other records or evidence. 
(f) Unique membership. The peti-

tioner’s membership is composed prin-
cipally of persons who are not members 
of any federally recognized Indian 
tribe. However, a petitioner may be ac-
knowledged even if its membership is 
composed principally of persons whose 
names have appeared on rolls of, or 
who have been otherwise associated 
with, a federally recognized Indian 
tribe, if the petitioner demonstrates 
that: 

(1) It has functioned as a separate po-
litically autonomous community by 
satisfying criteria in paragraphs (b) 
and (c) of this section; and 

(2) Its members have provided writ-
ten confirmation of their membership 
in the petitioner. 

(g) Congressional termination. Neither 
the petitioner nor its members are the 
subject of congressional legislation 
that has expressly terminated or for-
bidden the Federal relationship. The 
Department must determine whether 
the petitioner meets this criterion, and 
the petitioner is not required to submit 
evidence to meet it. 

§ 83.12 What are the criteria for a pre-
viously federally acknowledged pe-
titioner? 

(a) The petitioner may prove it was 
previously acknowledged as a federally 
recognized Indian tribe, or is a portion 
that evolved out of a previously feder-
ally recognized Indian tribe, by pro-
viding substantial evidence of unam-
biguous Federal acknowledgment, 
meaning that the United States Gov-
ernment recognized the petitioner as 
an Indian tribe eligible for the special 
programs and services provided by the 
United States to Indians because of 
their status as Indians with which the 
United States carried on a relationship 
at some prior date including, but not 
limited to, evidence that the petitioner 
had: 
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(1) Treaty relations with the United 
States; 

(2) Been denominated a tribe by act 
of Congress or Executive Order; 

(3) Been treated by the Federal Gov-
ernment as having collective rights in 
tribal lands or funds; or 

(4) Land held for it or its collective 
ancestors by the United States. 

(b) Once the petitioner establishes 
that it was previously acknowledged, it 
must demonstrate that it meets: 

(1) At present, the Community Cri-
terion; and 

(2) Since the time of previous Federal 
acknowledgment or 1900, whichever is 
later, the Indian Entity Identification 
Criterion and Political Authority Cri-
terion. 

Subpart C—Process for Federal 
Acknowledgment 

DOCUMENTED PETITION SUBMISSION AND 
REVIEW 

§ 83.20 How does an entity request 
Federal acknowledgment? 

Any entity that believes it can sat-
isfy the criteria in this part may sub-
mit a documented petition under this 
part to: Department of the Interior, Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary—Indian 
Affairs, Attention: Office of Federal 
Acknowledgement, 1951 Constitution 
Ave. NW., Washington, DC 20240. 

§ 83.21 What must a documented peti-
tion include? 

(a) The documented petition may be 
in any readable form and must include 
the following: 

(1) A certification, signed and dated 
by the petitioner’s governing body, 
stating that it is the petitioner’s offi-
cial documented petition; 

(2) A concise written narrative, with 
citations to supporting documentation, 
thoroughly explaining how the peti-
tioner meets each of the criteria in 
§ 83.11, except the Congressional Termi-
nation Criterion (§ 83.11 (g))— 

(i) If the petitioner chooses to pro-
vide explanations of and supporting 
documentation for the Congressional 
Termination Criterion (§ 83.11 (g)), the 
Department will accept it; but 

(ii) The Department will conduct the 
research necessary to determine 

whether the petitioner meets the Con-
gressional Termination Criterion 
(§ 83.11 (g)). 

(3) Supporting documentation cited 
in the written narrative and containing 
specific, detailed evidence that the pe-
titioner meets each of the criteria in 
§ 83.11; 

(4) Membership lists and expla-
nations, including: 

(i) An official current membership 
list, separately certified by the peti-
tioner’s governing body, of all known 
current members of the petitioner, in-
cluding each member’s full name (in-
cluding maiden name, if any), date of 
birth, and current residential address; 

(ii) A statement describing the cir-
cumstances surrounding the prepara-
tion of the current membership list; 

(iii) A copy of each available former 
list of members based on the peti-
tioner’s own defined criteria; and 

(iv) A statement describing the cir-
cumstances surrounding the prepara-
tion of the former membership lists, in-
sofar as possible. 

(b) If the documented petition con-
tains any information that is 
protectable under Federal law such as 
the Privacy Act and Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, the petitioner must pro-
vide a redacted version, an unredacted 
version of the relevant pages, and an 
explanation of the legal basis for with-
holding such information from public 
release. The Department will not pub-
licly release information that is 
protectable under Federal law, but may 
release redacted information if not 
protectable under Federal law. 

§ 83.22 What notice will OFA provide 
upon receipt of a documented peti-
tion? 

When OFA receives a documented pe-
tition, it will do all of the following: 

(a) Within 30 days of receipt, ac-
knowledge receipt in writing to the pe-
titioner. 

(b) Within 60 days of receipt: 
(1) Publish notice of receipt of the 

documented petition in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and publish the following on 
the OFA Web site: 

(i) The narrative portion of the docu-
mented petition, as submitted by the 
petitioner (with any redactions appro-
priate under § 83.21(b)); 
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